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Recommendation: 
 
(a)    That the draft statement of licensing policy 2021-2026, prepared under section 5 
of the Licensing Act 2003, be issued for consultation in accordance with section 5(3) 
of that Act; and 
 
(b)   A further report on the outcome of that consultation be made to the Licensing 
Committee meeting on the 04th December 2020. 
 

 

  

  
  

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Council, as licensing authority under the Licensing Act 2003, has a duty to 

determine its policy in respect of the exercise of its licensing function and to 
publish a statement of that policy. This policy must be reviewed every five years. 

 
1.2 Council on the 3rd December 2015 approved the last policy, such policy taking 

effect from the 7th January 2016. That policy expires on the 6th January 2021. 
 
1.3 The policy therefore needs to be reviewed and an updated policy in place for the 

expiry of the previous policy.  
 
2. NEW POLICY 
 
2.1 Members will find at Appendix 1 to this report a new draft policy, which if 

approved by Council at its meeting on the 15th December 2020, will form the 
Council’s policy for the period 2021-2026, unless reviewed earlier. Given the few 
changes in the law there has not been a need for a completely new policy, 
instead the policy has been updated.  

 
 
 
 



2.5 The changes in the policy are highlighted by ‘track changes’ within the report. 
Two new sections have been inserted these are for Data Protection and the 
Equality Act. These are not new pieces of legislation, however they had not been 
included in the previous policy and therefore it was appropriate for them to be 
added.  

 
  
3. TIMETABLE 
 
3.1 Prior to a new policy being adopted it must be consulted on. Section 5 of the Act 
 specifies a list of bodies which should be consulted and these are localised in 
 paragraph 1.3  of the draft policy. Members are asked to consider whether they 
 wish to see any other bodies consulted. 
 
3.2 Assuming Members approve the attached policy it will be issued for consultation 

during the period 5th November 2020 to the 4th December 2020. The Committee 
will then be required to consider those responses and make any amendments to 
the policy which it considers appropriate. The Committee will then make an 
appropriate recommendation to Council on the 15th December 2020 which 
should then approve and adopt the policy. The policy will then be published. The 
Policy will then take effect from the 6th January 2021 when the current policy 
runs out.  

 
4. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 It is recommended that (a) the draft statement of licensing policy 2021-2026, 
 (attached as appendix 1) and prepared under section 5 of the Licensing Act 2003 
 be issued for consultation in accordance with section 5(3) of that Act; and (b) 
 that a further report on the outcome of that consultation be made to the 
 Licensing Committee meeting on the 4th December 2020.  
 
Appendix 1:  Draft statement of Licensing Policy of Copeland Borough Council 2021- 
  2026. 
 


